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The Patriot Movie Review
The movie is a fiction war narrative directed by Roland Emmerich and written by Robert Rodat. The storyline of the movie is brought out in the life of a South Carolina Farmer; Benjamin Martin. Even though initially he was not willing to participate in the war against England, he became interested when one of his sons was killed by the English commander. His house too is burnt down by the vigorous army. In a revenge mission, he devotes himself to this war. He organizes militiamen, and in guerilla tactics attacks the English troops[footnoteRef:1]. He aims to hold them long enough until the French could arrive and continue with the war. The film has several flashbacks in them. [1:  Morten G. Ender, “Film Review: Patriot Guard Riders: Documentary Review,” Armed Forces & Society 40, no. 2 (February 28, 2014): 393–96, https://doi.org/10.1177/0095327x12473941.] 

The film is made to tell the American Revolution war in a fictional way. The target audience is majorly those people interested in American history and especially that of war. Although it does not present the historical event in a way that can enable the viewer to understand it better, it sounds more entertaining than narrating.
The film cannot be termed as a documentary even though it tells of a real American revolutionist called Francis Marion. The director, Roland Emmerich is a historically based director who apart from a few science fiction has continuously focused on fictional films of history such as Independence Day, Midway, and Anonymous.
The film is mainly focused on telling the story of an American colonist. The hero who is previously devoted to the British crown and is later forced to take a side in the revolutionary war once his family gets affected by the same[footnoteRef:2]. Even though the movie tries to tell the lives of several real-life patriots such as Francis Marion, Daniel Morgan, Elijah Clark, Thomas Sumter, and Andrew Pickens, they don’t come out clearly. [2:  HS Laver, “Film Review: ‘The Patriot.,’” 2019, https://journals.psu.edu/phj/article/download/25681/25450.] 

The film does a good job of explaining the conditions during that time. From the dress code, the guerrilla war tactics, and the kind of ammunition employed, it is clear to the viewer how the war in the revolutionary time was organized. The movie depicts the struggle the soldiers went through during those days and the director does a good job in presenting them[footnoteRef:3]. Even though it fails to tell the lives of real-life heroes clearly, it loosely touches on them.  Historically, the movie tells a lot about how the struggle went on during the Revolutionary war. [3:  Ibid] 

The movie, the Patriot, is short in color without much exaggeration in the color editing. The vast scenes of wars are shot in a rather cartoon-like move. The movie does not employ military music but most of the music is channeled to generate the tensions in the attacks made. John Williams was done so well in the music of the film that led him to win an academy award. The music was composed purely for the film[footnoteRef:4]. However, the use of funny brightness in the movie could have been due to two reasons. Either to try and present the poor camera qualities of those times or to set the mood of ancient times. [4:  Ni Luh Hani Rainna Wati and Ida Ayu Made Puspani, “Positive Politeness Strategies Used by the Character in the Movie ‘The Patriot,’” Humanis 24, no. 1 (February 29, 2020): 1, https://doi.org/10.24843/jh.2020.v24.i01.p01.] 

The film is an original content of fiction stories wrapping true historical events. The team producing the film had to do a deep analysis of the same by consulting Smithsonian Institution about the revolutionary war[footnoteRef:5]. However, most of the stories in the movie are fictitious. Like the last battle of the movie which when analyzed may only connect different realities but has a more inclination to fiction. The film did not do well in presenting its main point as compared to other films of the same kind. [5:  Ibid] 

The most important thing about the film is that it provides a historical overview of the main thing which is the revolutionary war. Its lack of concentrating on the true side of the story makes the movie not useful in the scholarly issues[footnoteRef:6]. For people seeking to understand the depth of the revolutionary war, the movie wouldn’t help, but for entertainment purposes, the movie is hilarious. [6:  Ibid] 
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